
 
FES Consultants and Contractors -- Reference Sheet 
 
Facilities and Environmental Services Department has a goal to use 80% native plants in landscaping to 
protect and provide habitat for native biodiversity, to save water, and to connect landowners to the 
local ecosystem.  

 
 All vegetation listed on site plan must include Latin name, including both genus and species 
 Choose plants based on location they are found to naturally occur: 

o Central Piedmont Counties (Albemarle, Nelson, Buckingham, Fluvanna, Orange, Greene, 
Madison, Culpeper) as shown in the Digital Atlas of the Virginia Flora map - 
http://vaplantatlas.org 
And use: 

o Site conditions- available light, water, and existing soil types (pH and silt, sand, clay 
content) 

 Preferred selections: 
o Plants listed in the Piedmont Native Plants guide or the Piedmont Native – Plant 

Database 
http://www.albemarle.org/nativeplants 

o Make selections based on plant community type or habitat 
o Local genotypes are preferred over straight species and straight species are preferred of 

cultivars 
 Project Managers may want to specify 100% native plants in the project design to achieve the 

goal of 80% installed native plants because contractors may request to use non-native 
replacement plants during construction, because availability  

 Areas of turf are exempt from 80% native plant standard 
 Non-native 20% of plants must not include invasive plants as list by Virginia DCR, Natural 

Heritage Division list 
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/document/nh-invasive-plant-list-2014.pdf 

FES prefers designers and landscaper have Chesapeake Bay Landscape Professional Certification 
(CBLP) 
https://www.chesapeakelandscape.org/our-programs/landscape-professional-certification/ 

 

 
 


