
Letter of Support: Recreational Trails Program proposal from 
Albemarle County Parks & Recreation for the “Old Mills Trail Extension (Phase 1)” 
 

The Albemarle County Parks Foundation is an IRS-recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization 

 
On behalf of the Albemarle County Parks Foundation (ACPF), please accept this letter of support 
for the Old Mills Trail Extension (Phase 1) project being led by Albemarle County. The existing Old 
Mills Trail is a popular riverside trail in the Pantops neighborhood. However, the trail currently 
stops at the I-64 highway at the edge of Albemarle County’s Development Area. Extending this 
trail under the interstate highway and adjacent railroad – and providing public access to the next 
section of the Scenic Rivanna River valley – is a project that has been identified by the community 
and adopted by the Board of Supervisors in multiple community plans. Most recently, this project 
was identified in the AC44 Comprehensive Plan (adopted in 2025).  

Albemarle County has completed easement acquisitions to extend the trail downstream, but the 
project is currently unfunded. Therefore, we formally want to express our interest and 
enthusiasm for this planned trail extension – and we respectfully request DCR award the 
requested funding for this valuable project. As a demonstration of our commitment to the project, 
the ACPF, which generates community funding for area recreational projects, recently adopted 
the Old Mills Trail Extension (Phase 1) as a priority project, and voted on a budget that commits 
ACPF to fundraising $75,000 for this project. ACPF fundraising for this project will meet or 
exceed the minimum match requirement for Albemarle County’s RTP grant proposal. We are 
excited to help this project get funded and designed in 2026 with permitting and construction 
completed and allowing for public use and enjoyment in 2027. 

As planned and designed, Phase 1 of this project will create numerous community benefits:   

• provide high-quality outdoor recreation opportunities for dog walkers, hikers, runners, bikers, 
birders, shoreline fishermen, photographers, and others; 

• provide direct, safe, convenient bike and pedestrian access to scenic natural open spaces and 
riparian wildlife habitat for residents of Pantops and others in Albemarle County’s Development 
Area and the City of Charlottesville; and 

• create opportunities to access and experience a UNESCO-designated landscape on 
Monticello’s historic Lego Farm, in immediate proximity to an urbanizing neighborhood. 

Community interest in this trail extension is high and has been so for numerous years. The broad 
community support – including fundraising, volunteer labor, and in-kind professional services – 
demonstrates the level of interest. Combined with the possibility of RTP grant funding, this trail 
extension project is closer to reality than ever before.  

We respectfully encourage DCR to award funding for this project. It will expand our regional 
community’s quality of life by providing public bike/pedestrian access to a remarkable landscape 
that is currently just out of reach to Albemarle and Charlottesville residents and our visitors.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Lesley Hamilton 
President 
Albemarle County Parks Foundation 



​May 4, 2026​

​Re: Recreational Trails Program, Albemarle County Old Mills Trail Extension Phase 1​

​Dear Ms. Seaton:​

​For​​more​​than​​50​​years,​​The​​Piedmont​​Environmental​​Council​​(PEC)​​has​​promoted​​and​
​protected​ ​the​ ​natural​ ​resources,​ ​rural​ ​economy,​ ​history​ ​and​ ​beauty​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Virginia​
​Piedmont​ ​in​ ​our​ ​nine-county​ ​service​ ​area,​ ​including​ ​Albemarle​ ​County​ ​and​​the​​City​​of​
​Charlottesville.​ ​We​ ​believe​ ​passionately​ ​that​ ​connectivity​ ​and​ ​everyday​ ​access​ ​to​
​nature,​ ​open​ ​space​ ​and​ ​fresh​ ​air​ ​are​ ​essential​ ​for​ ​healthy​ ​lives​ ​and​ ​thriving​
​communities.​

​That​ ​is​​why​​PEC​​enthusiastically​​supports​​Albemarle​​County’s​​proposed​​Old​​Mills​​Trail​
​extension,​ ​beginning​ ​with​ ​its​ ​Phase​ ​1​ ​project​ ​at​ ​Thomas​ ​Jefferson’s​ ​Lego​ ​Farm.​​PEC​
​supported​​the​​riverside​​trail​​easement​​when​​Monticello​​proffered​​it​​nearly​​20​​years​​ago​
​and we have been advocating for the trail’s construction ever since.​

​The​​Old​​Mills​​Trail​​is​​a​​top​​local​​priority​​and​​the​​reasons​​for​​this​​become​​apparent​​with​
​the​​first​​visit.​​The​​trail,​​which​​begins​​within​​sight​​of​​the​​City​​of​​Charlottesville,​​follows​​the​
​Rivanna​ ​River​ ​(the​ ​first​ ​Designated​ ​Scenic​ ​River​ ​in​ ​Virginia)​ ​as​ ​it​ ​passes​ ​through​ ​the​
​Southwest​ ​Mountains​ ​Historic​ ​District.​ ​Most​ ​of​ ​the​ ​surrounding​ ​lands​ ​are​ ​forever​
​protected​ ​by​ ​conservation​ ​easements​ ​and​ ​other​ ​development​ ​restrictions​ ​for​ ​they​ ​are​
​rich with natural and historic resources.​

​The​​trail​​will​​follow​​the​​still-visible​​traces​​of​​the​​ancient​​Three​​Notched​​Road.​​It​​will​​also​
​form​ ​an​ ​extension​ ​of​ ​the​ ​trans-county​ ​trail​ ​of​ ​the​ ​same​ ​name​ ​(Three​ ​Notched)​ ​that​
​Albemarle​​is​​creating​​with​​support​​from​​a​​Federal​​RAISE​​grant.​​Other​​historic​​treasures​
​along​ ​the​ ​trail’s​ ​route​ ​include​ ​Thomas​ ​Jefferson's​ ​Monticello,​ ​Jefferson's​ ​birthplace​ ​at​
​Shadwell,​​historic​​Woolen​​Mills,​​and​​remnants​​of​​the​​Rivanna's​​canal​​and​​lock​​system,​
​each with abundant opportunities for education and interpretation.​

​On​ ​top​ ​of​ ​its​ ​outstanding​ ​recreational​ ​value,​ ​the​ ​Old​ ​Mills​ ​Trail​ ​will​ ​connect​ ​two​ ​of​
​Albemarle​ ​County’s​ ​designated​ ​growth​ ​areas​ ​(Pantops​ ​and​ ​Rivanna​ ​Village)​ ​and​ ​is​
​located​ ​near​ ​a​ ​hospital,​ ​a​ ​school,​ ​a​ ​shopping​​center​​and​​numerous​​hotels​​and​​inns.​​It​
​will​ ​provide​ ​a​ ​beautiful,​ ​restorative​ ​route​ ​for​ ​walking,​ ​running​ ​and​ ​biking​ ​between​ ​the​
​City​​of​​Charlottesville​​and​​Albemarle’s​​Rural​​Area,​​and​​generate​​economic​​activity​​in​​the​
​nearby neighborhoods.​



​In​ ​2019,​ ​PEC​ ​organized​ ​and​ ​continues​ ​to​ ​facilitate​ ​the​ ​Piedmont​ ​Mobility​ ​Alliance,​ ​a​
​coalition​ ​of​ ​more​ ​than​ ​50​ ​organizations,​ ​clubs,​ ​businesses​ ​and​ ​agencies​ ​that​ ​share​ ​a​
​mission​ ​to​ ​promote​ ​connectivity​ ​and​ ​active​ ​recreation​ ​and​ ​transportation​ ​in​
​Charlottesville​ ​and​ ​Albemarle​ ​County.​ ​Local​ ​interest​ ​is​ ​very​ ​high​ ​and​ ​several​ ​coalition​
​member​​groups​​have​​already​​pledged​​substantial​​financial​​and​​in-kind​​contributions​​for​
​this project.​

​PEC​ ​is​ ​committing​ ​staff​ ​time​ ​for​ ​facilitating​ ​community​ ​outreach​ ​and​ ​dialog​ ​during​
​project​ ​design,​ ​implementation​ ​and​ ​maintenance.​ ​In​ ​addition,​ ​we​ ​have​ ​approximately​
​$20,000 in grant funds reserved for Old Mills Trail design and related consultants.​

​This​ ​project​ ​has​ ​been​ ​decades​ ​in​ ​the​ ​making​ ​and​ ​we​ ​are​ ​excited​ ​to​ ​see​ ​it​ ​come​ ​to​
​fruition. We strongly urge you to fund it.​

​Sincerely,​

​Chris Miller, President​
​The Piedmont Environmental Council​
​45 Horner Street, Warrenton, VA 20186​
​410 East Water Street, Charlottesville, VA 22902​
​540-347-2334, ext. 7100 / Mobile: 703.507.5790​





 

04/18/2026 

To Whom it May Concern, 

On behalf of the Charlottesville Area Mountain Bike Club (CAMBC), please 

accept this letter of support for the Old Mills Trail Extension (Phase 1) project 

being led by Albemarle County Parks & Recreation. 

The existing Old Mills Trail is a valued recreational asset in the Pantops area 

and expanding it to provide safe and accessible connectivity along the Rivanna 

River represents an important investment in our community’s outdoor 

infrastructure. This project will significantly enhance opportunities for mountain 

biking, hiking, and other trail-based recreation while improving access to the 

region’s natural resources. 

CAMBC strongly supports this initiative and is committed to contributing 

meaningful, hands-on assistance to help bring this project to life. Specifically, 

CAMBC pledges to organize and contribute volunteer trail workdays totaling 

approximately 150 volunteer hours per month during the development and 

implementation phases of this project. Our organization will provide tools, 

experienced volunteers, and trail-building expertise to support construction, 

maintenance, and stewardship efforts.  

As an organization dedicated to sustainable trail development and 



responsible land use, we recognize the importance of building trails that are both 

enjoyable and environmentally sound. We are eager to collaborate with Albemarle 

County and project partners to ensure that the Old Mills Trail Extension is a long-

lasting asset for the community. 

This project will provide substantial benefits, including expanded 

recreational access, improved connectivity, and enhanced opportunities for 

residents and visitors to experience the Rivanna River corridor. CAMBC is proud 

to support this effort and encourages the Virginia Department of Conservation and 

Recreation to award funding for this important project.  

Sincerely, 

Eric Magrum 

CAMBC Board Member 
 

on behalf of the 
 

Charlottesville Area Mountain Bike Club 

CAMBC 

PO Box 6516 

Charlottesville VA 22906 



	 Letter of support for Recreational Trails Program proposal from      
Albemarle County Parks and Recreation for the “Old Mills Trail 
Extension (Phase 1)” 
April 23, 2026 

Charlottesville Area Trail Runners (CATS) is a not for profit club that 
supports and encourages trail running in Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County. The CATS board enthusiastically supports Albemarle County’s 
project to develop the Old Mills Trail.


The Old Mills Trail is a beautiful trail running from the populous Pantops 
neighborhood alongside the Rivanna river to under the I-64 overpass. It 
would be a boon to the community to extend the trail eastward. In fact a 
plan for this has been adopted by the Board of Supervisors as recently as 
2025 in the AC44 Comprehensive Plan and the County has already 
acquired easements. Funding is now being sought.


CATS sees this project as a great addition to our current trail system and 
would make trails readily available to Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
residents for walking, running, biking and other outdoor activities. In 
addition to the proximity to large populations, the Old Mill Trail offers the 
tranquility of being riverside and unlike many of our local trails, has 
relatively little grade or technically difficult rocky sections. This makes for a 
great way to start trail running, for older runners to trail run more safely, or 
an enjoyable afternoon in the shade of the riverbank. 


Another attribute of the Old Mills Trail that should be emphasized is the 
easy access it provides for less advantaged residents. For some people 
traveling to a County or National Park is a sufficient burden they are 
effectively excluded from the wonder and beauty of the natural world. The 
proximity of the Old Mills Trail would give people, those who perhaps 
would benefit the most, easy access to nature.

CATS respectfully encourages DCR to award funding for this project


Sincerely,  CATS Board (Stewart Pollock, Costa Sifri, Monica Morgan, 
Deborah Henderson, Jeff Rominger, Alex Marie Monson)




Our Vision: A healthy Rivanna River and watershed that benefits and is sustained by the community 

Our Mission: Working with the community to conserve the Rivanna River and its watershed through 
water quality monitoring, restoration, education, and stewardship 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
 

1150 River Road – Suite One 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 

434-97-RIVER  
exec@rivannariver.org 
www.rivannariver.org 

 
 

Board Members 
 

Sam Truslow 
Board Chair 
Albemarle 
 

David G. Smith 
Vice Chair  
Albemarle 
 

Neal Grandy 
Treasurer  
Albemarle 
 

Martha Beard 
Secretary 
Rockingham 
 

Justin Barnes 
Past Board Chair 
Nelson 
 

Nalini Ayya 
Charlottesville 

 

Angus Murdoch 
Fluvanna 
 

Janet Walker 
Fluvanna 
 
 

Professional Team 
 

Executive Director 
Lisa Wittenborn, Ph.D.  

 

Director of Monitoring 
Claire Sanderson, Ph.D. 
 

Director of Development 
Elizabeth Clark 
 

Operations Coordinator 
Sophie Elliott 
 

River Steward 
Jean Lea Gazin 
 

Watershed Coordinator 
Bailey Pleasant 
 
 

The Rivanna Conservation  
Alliance (RCA) is a  
501(c)(3) nonprofit watershed 
organization based in 
Charlottesville, Virginia.

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
April 23, 2026 
 
Virginia Recreational Trails Program  
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation 
600 East Main Street, 24th floor 
Richmond, VA 23219-2094 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Rivanna Conservation Alliance (RCA), I am writing to offer our 
strong support for the Old Mills Trail Extension (Phase 1) project being led by 
Albemarle County.  
 
The existing Old Mills Trail is a riverside trail in the Pantops neighborhood that 
is popular with our members and the community at large. However, the trail 
currently stops at the I-64 highway at the edge of Albemarle County’s 
Development Area. Extending this trail under the interstate highway and 
adjacent railroad – and providing public access to the next section of the 
Scenic Rivanna River valley – is a project that has been identified by the 
community and adopted by the Board of Supervisors in multiple community 
plans. Most recently, this project was identified in the AC44 Comprehensive 
Plan (adopted in 2025). 
 
Albemarle County has completed easement acquisitions to extend the trail 
downstream, but the project is currently unfunded. Therefore, we formally 
want to express our interest and enthusiasm for this planned trail extension – 
and we respectfully request DCR award the requested funding for this valuable 
project.  
 
We also lend our tangible support by pledging/contributing the following:  
 
• $1,000 in cash match for the purpose of purchasing native seed mix, seed 

blanket, and biodegradable stakes to support erosion control and 
revegetation on ~5,000 ft2 of land adjacent to the new trail 

 
• $1,500 in in-kind support from RCA staff, volunteers, and use of RCA tools 

to support installation of the native seed mix and matting.  
 



 

As planned and designed, Phase 1 of this project will create numerous community benefits:  
 
• high-quality outdoor recreation opportunities for dog walkers, hikers, runners, bikers, 

birders, shoreline fishermen, photographers, and others; 
• direct, safe, convenient bike-ped access to scenic natural open spaces and riparian wildlife 

habitat for residents of Pantops and others in Albemarle County’s Development Area and the 
City of Charlottesville;  

• opportunities to access and experience a UNESCO-designated landscape on Monticello’s 
historic Lego Farm, in immediate proximity to an urbanizing neighborhood; and 

• the ability of our organization to carry out stewardship activities and cleanups along a stretch 
of the Rivanna River that is currently very difficult for us to access.  

 
Community interest in this trail extension is high and has been so for numerous years. The 
broad community support – including fundraising, volunteer labor, and in-kind professional 
services – demonstrates the level of interest. Combined with the possibility of RTP grant 
funding, this trail extension project is closer to reality than ever before.  
 
We respectfully encourage DCR to award funding for this project. It will expand our regional 
community’s quality of life by providing public bike/ped access to a remarkable landscape – one 
that currently remains just out of reach to Albemarle and Charlottesville residents and our 
visitors.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Lisa Wittenborn, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 







 
 

Dear Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation Staff,  
On behalf of the Rivanna River Company, please accept this letter of support for the Old Mills 
Trail Extension (Phase 1) project being led by Albemarle County.  
 
The Rivanna River Company (RRC) is a river outfitter business and public event venue in its 
11th year of partnering with Albemarle County, the City of Charlottesville, and local 
non-profits in promoting the recreational potential of the Rivanna River corridor for 
residents and visitors to our area.  Riverside trails are by far the most popular recreational 
resource in our locality. We observe that every day as we are located directly on a 2-mile 
stretch of trail that is heavily used by people of all backgrounds. We are tremendously excited 
about the potential of the Old Mills Trail Extension for its benefits for our community. There 
is a world-class network of trails waiting to be established using the Rivanna River Corridor, 
and it’s only just begun to capitalize on the potential.  
 
The particular area this trail extension would provide access to is exciting for its scenery, 
natural beauty, and historic context adjacent to Jefferson’s Monticello and Shadwell. This is 
an area right outside the City that is a highly significant and underutilized outdoor recreation 
space. The river corridor is pure magic here, with many of our customers who float the river 
being taken aback by the natural splendor so close to town.  
 
Having painstakingly assembled the necessary easements to extend this trail, the County 
needs help funding the improvements. We wholeheartedly endorse this project and believe it 
is worthy of this DCR grant award. We also pledge our tangible support as follows.  

●​ 50 hours of RRC staff time volunteered for physically implementing the project 
●​ River outfitting services valued at $1000 to support projects and tour local leaders 

through project area 
●​ Consulting and promotion of the project using social media and email marketing 

 
Our community wants to see this visionary trail plan realized. The benefits are significant 
and are convenient for all residents of the area as well as visitors. The riverfront is 
consistently ranked as a chief priority by localities and citizens. This project would be the 
most significant advancement in outdoor recreation resources in the river corridor in 
many, many years. It would be an inspiration and set a precedent for more good things to 
come.  Thank you for your consideration of this worthy request.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Gabe Silver 
Rivanna River Company 
1520 East High St 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
gabe@rivannarivercompany.com 
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