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What are the Park's Environmental & Historic Features? What are the Park's Environmental & Historic Features? 

What are the Park's Recreation Opportunities? What are the Park's Recreation Opportunities? 

To protect BRP's natural resources 
such as streams, wetlands, seepage 
swamps, vernal pools, sensitive native 
plants, and intact forest habitats,  
several areas have been designated as 
Resource Protection Areas (RPA).  
Park facilities and infrastructure will 
be located outside of RPA. Stewardship 
and restoration are prioritized in RPA.  

Natural Heritage & Biodiversity
To improve stream health, enhance 
riparian habitat, and help mitigate 
flooding along the Biscuit Run stream 
valley, Albemarle County completed a 
stream restoration project along a  
portion of Biscuit Run. This major 
project restored approximately 1 mile 
of Biscuit Run near Hickory Street in 
the northern portion of the park. 

Biscuit Run Stream Restoration
BRP includes different landscapes with  
multiple layers of history, including:  
Monacan Indians utilizing the stream 
valleys and forested foothills as seasonal 
hunting grounds; early Americans  
establishing farmsteads and traveling the 
Old Scottsville Stage Road throughout the 
19th century; and the farmers and loggers 
working the land in the 20th century. 

Cultural & Historic Resources

BRP opened with 8.5 miles of trails, 
with more trails being constructed in 
2025-2026. The growing trail network 
will include multi-use trails (for foot 
traffic and bicycles), multiple board-
walks across environmentally sensitive 
areas, and two bike areas with trails that 
will be optimized for mountain biking – 
all in accord with the BRP Master Plan.

Trail Network
BRP is an excellent place for wildlife 
observation, nature photography, and 
other forms of quiet recreation. The 
natural heritage, undeveloped open 
spaces, and scenic landscapes provide 
ample opportunities to connect with 
the natural world. Enjoy the park's 
sights, sounds, colors, and textures, 
and catch a glimpse of native wildlife. 

Wildlife + Contact with Nature
In 2026 and beyond, BRP will be further 
developed near Route 20 with additional 
recreation amenities. Active projects 
include irrigated grass athletic fields, an 
access road extension, additional new 
parking and restrooms, and an ADA- 
accessible terrace with scenic vistas of 
Carters Mountain and the Southern  
Albemarle Rural Historic District. 

(Future) Athletic Fields

Bent Tree Bike Trail in Autumn. BRP initially offered 8.5 miles of trails, and additional trails are under construction. 
Enjoy access through the forested foothills for a contemplative connection to nature or an exciting active outing. 

Chimney at 19th Century Farmstead. Use caution  
at historic sites. Leave no trace and do not disturb. 

Biscuit Run near Hickory Street. Environmental stewardship projects along the park's 
namesake waterway include this stream restoration and invasive species management.

The BRP Master Plan provides a long-term 
framework for balancing public recreation 
with natural resource management.  
The plan designates Resource Protection 
Areas (RPA) to ensure the protection of the 
natural environment; identifies the phased 
locations of infrastructure and amenities; 

• At 1,190 acres, BRP is much larger  
than any other Albemarle County Park! 
• BRP will be funded, developed,  
operated, and managed in accordance 
with the Biscuit Run Park Master Plan.   
• This County-adopted, DCR-approved 
plan included public engagement.  
• Due to the size of the park, the plan  
will be implemented in multiple phases 
over many years.

• Albemarle County Parks & Recreation 
operates and maintains BRP – but the 
property is owned by the Commonwealth 
of Virginia Department of Conservation 
& Recreation (DCR). The 99-year land 
lease, signed in 2018, contains specific 
requirements and limitations to support 
environmental stewardship, such as: 
   • Minimum tree canopy (80%)
   • Maximum impervious surface (5%)
   • Limited uses in stream buffer areas 
   • No golf courses or stadiums

Did You Know? Quick Facts About BRP: Did You Know? Quick Facts About BRP: 

and includes vehicular access at multiple 
locations as well as many bike/pedestrian 
community connections.  
The BRP Master Plan was developed based 
on site analysis and study (2007–2018), 
public engagement (2018), and a county-
wide recreation needs assessment (2018). 

Eastern Box TurtleEastern Box Turtle

Pink Lady SlippersPink Lady Slippers

Mountain LaurelMountain Laurel

At 1,190 acres in size, Biscuit Run 
Park (BRP) is the newest and largest 
County Park in Albemarle County. 
BRP is an oasis of wild nature close  
to the City of Charlottesville, at the 
edge of the County’s Development 
Area (partially in the Rural Area). 
The park is almost entirely forested 
with abundant water resources, and 
contains excellent natural heritage 
resources, beautiful natural scenery, 
and historic resources and ruins. 

With the property’s size, location, 
and high-quality environmental 
attributes, BRP provides many great 
opportunities for outdoor recreation 
and immersion in nature across 
all four seasons. This new County 
Park helps elevates our local quality 
of life, supports public health and 
personal wellness, and helps sustain 
economic vitality. 

Want to learn more? Visit or scan:  
https://www.albemarle.org/government/

parks-recreation/biscuit-run-park 


