
Places 29-Rio Community Advisory Committee  

Minute August 25, 2022 Meeting  

Virtual Meeting held via Zoom according to BOS guidelines  

  

ATTENDEES:  

Committee – Todd Cone, Marty Davis (excused), Nancy Hunt, Audrey Kocher, Lee 

Kondor, Brian MacMillan, Martin Meth, Tom Paoletti, Pete Thompson, Judy Schlussel 

(excused), Nicole Scro (excused), Rick Seaman    

Board of Supervisors – Ned Gallaway  

Planning Commission – Daniel Bailey 

County Staff – David Benish, Carolyn Shaffer (meeting facilitator) 

  

CALL to ORDER – Chairperson Martin Meth called meeting to order at 6:05 with a 

quorum.   

  

Statement read by David Benish on emergency ordinance authorizing the Virtual Zoom 

meeting (No. 20-A(16)) and named attending CAC participants.   

  

Approval of Minutes – Minutes for May 26, 2022 approved on majority vote with one 

correction noted by Nancy, ‘lodging tax’ in place ‘logging tax’. 

  

Community Meeting – SP202200012, City Church Multi-Use Space Addition:  

1. Rebecca Ragsdale, Development Manager, Community Development Dept, 

introduced the request and gave a brief presentation on the County’s request review 

process for Special Use Permits. 

2. Craig Kotarski from the Timmons Group, a civil engineering firm presented details 

of the request 

a. 10,600 Sq Ft building addition for youth group and church activities 

b. A few additional parking spaces 

c. No additional seating capacity in existing church 

3. Rick asked if new space will be available for public use. Answer: possible, but not 

frequent. Additional space primarily for church activities. Asked about East Rio Rd 

corridor study and changes to church access. Answer: church is in discussions with 

county and VDOT on changes. 

4. Sharon Dudley, public participant asked about impact on traffic. Answer: new 

building will reduce traffic by consolidating church activities at one location instead 

of two current locations. No increase in church capacity or day care activities and 

limited mid-day use on normal work days. 

5. City residents had concerns about rain water runoff from church which currently is 

causing problems for city property owners boarding church’s property. Answer: 

church will follow required consideration for rain water runoff, adding a new 

retention pond. Church representative was unaware of problems and said he will 



follow up with city residents. Rebecca Ragsdale requested city residents contact her 

about existing problems. Nancy and Audrey expressed support for mitigating 

existing problems. 

 

Overview of Future Public Safety Operations Facility at Fashion Square Mall: 

1. Lance Stewart, Director-Facilities and Environmental Services presented updates on 

the project to house county equipment, vehicles, evidence material and provide 

vehicle maintenance for county equipment. 

2. County to lease for 10 years, a portion (33,000 Sq Ft) of former JC Penny building. 

3. Project has a budget of $3,100,000. 

4. Lease to start within weeks. 

5. Todd had concerns about how this would impact possible future redevelopment 

plans and Audrey had concerns about impact on traffic flow. No changes to existing 

road patterns are planned 

 

Liaison Updates: 

Ned Gallaway: 

1. David to follow up on questions Marty had submitted.  

2. East Rio Rd corridor study forwarded to VDOT. BOS accepted corridor study, 

comments by board members can be reviewed in meeting recording. 

3. Rio Point and Rio Commons involvement with traffic concerns on East Rio Rd. 

4. Woodbrook return to school and traffic/speeding issues 

5. Micro transportation grants approved. Pilot set to start next year 

6. Boundary lines for two CAC’s to be changed, Greenbrier/Hillsdale area to move to 

Rio CAC. 

7. BOS started strategic planning at recent retreat. 

8. Noted that new county facility at former JC Penny location will increase police 

presence in area.  

 

Daniel Bailey: 

1. Application submitted for traffic signal at Belvedere Green ‘T’ as recommended by 

East Rio Rd Corridor study.  

 

Other Business: 

1. Next CAC meeting September 22, 2022 at 6:00 PM in-person. 

 

Adjourned at 7:43  


