Albemarle County Historic Markers
Mission and Program Draft
7/9/21

Mission Statement (DRAFT):

Albemarle County’s [Local Marker Program will strive to highlight| stories of the communities,

sites, events, and people that have contributed to our unique history of both varied and shared
experiences.

In an effort to tell a more complete and accurate story of history, Albemarle County’s local
historic markers program will give special consideration to sites and topics recognizing women,
African Americans, and other people of color.

Background

In XXXX, the Office of Equity and Inclusion (OEI) invited the Historic Preservation Committee
(HPC) to assist in part of Board-authorized efforts (Albemarle County Community
Remembrance Project) to increase the number of historic markers in the county recognizing the
stories and contributions of women, African Americans, and people of color. These subjects
have, unfortunately, traditionally been excluded from the historical narrative told in our state
highway markers. The HPC was tasked with installing four historic markers, in addition to one
underway with OElI, to total five markers installed as part of the Community Remembrance
Project.

The Albemarle County Community Remembrance Project is a Board of Supervisors’ initiative to
support the sharing of Albemarle County history. It is specifically intended to broaden the scope
of our publicly told histories to be more inclusive of our complete community.

Proposed Program

- Consists of:
- Annual Marker Goals — 2 markers in the spring / 2 markers in the fall. This would
mean about $6,000-$8,000 annual request for funding
- HPC Marker Map on website, interactive, informative
- Brochures, QR Codes
- Public events and unveilings (optional)

[Commented [TNA(1]: Make this one paragraph

)

Commented [TNA(2]: Can we call it Local
Remembrance Marker Program? | like the word
remembrance

Commented [TNA(3]: HERES’ A STAB AT A SINGLE
PARAGRAPH MISSION STATEMENT

Albemarle County’s Local Marker Program will strive to
highlight the significant stories of our county’s varied
and shared experiences. Remembrance markers seek
to tell about the communities, sites, events, individuals
and groups that have contributed to Albemarle
County’s unique history over time and are inclusive of
our rich, diverse community that includes women,
African Americans, and other people of color.

Commented [TNA(4]: | think this list is exactly what
we want to be doing, but might be too specific here.
maybe we articulate here what HPC'’s role is tied to
BOS'’s initiative?



https://www.albemarle.org/government/county-executive/office-of-equity-inclusion/community-remembrance#:~:text=The%20Albemarle%20County%20Community%20Remembrance,inclusive%20of%20our%20complete%20community.
https://www.albemarle.org/government/county-executive/office-of-equity-inclusion/community-remembrance#:~:text=The%20Albemarle%20County%20Community%20Remembrance,inclusive%20of%20our%20complete%20community.
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Above, left to right: DHR State Highway Markers, Local County Historic Markers, Wayside Signs

Marker Application Process for Community (FAIRFAX AS PRECEDENT):

APPLICATION STAGE:

1. _Any member-individual or organization of the [Charlottesville-Albemarle community may
nominate a site or topic for a State or Local Historic Marker. Historic markers must

commemorate persons, sites, buildings, or events of local significance. Livin

ersons or

events that occurred less than fifty years ago are not eligible.

2.

a.

The nomination should include:

A letter or email that includes the name and address of the person or
organization submitting the application.

A |100 to 120 word text with supporting documentation and references consisting
of primary sources (will, deeds, first person accounts, etc.). Secondary source
documentation, such as books written long after an event occurred, are useful in
suggesting historical information; however, primary source documentation is
needed to provide an appropriate level of confidence that the information is
correct. The wording of the text must be factual and objective.

i.  Consider coordination with Historical [Society!

A recommended location shown on a local map. The property owner must be
willing to sign an agreement with Albemarle County, which defines the
responsibilities of the county in exchange for permission to place the marker.

i.  The marker should be located in an area that is reasonably accessible by
the general public and safe to access. This could mean on the side of the
road, provided there is a safe place to pull over. A parking lot or pull in
could also offer safe and reasonable access.

group or group apply?

Commented [TNA(6R5]: Sure, | think a group can
apply—a church, school, etc

{Commented [5]: should we define this further? Can a J

Commented [TNA(7]: Q: Does the nominator need to
be residing in the county? What does it mean to say ‘of
the C/A community’?

Commented [TNA(8]: | wonder if the average person
would be able to cite all this level of supporting
documentation and recommend a location. Maybe this
letter is a first phase of nomination to express an
interest in a topic or site for consideration with sources
cited as best possible.

Some topics may be well recorded and reference-able.
Others might not have the level of documentation, but
still be vitally applicable. Don’t want to discourage
hidden histories of importance but with lesser written
documentation.

{Commented [9]: Does that sound about right? }
{Commented [TNA(10]: ABSOLUTELY! We need to }

bring them in as expert research partners.




a-d. Topics of national, state, or regional significance may qualify for the State
Local Marker program, which is administered by Virginia Department of Historic
Resources (VDHR). For more information, please see the VDHR site. If an
applicant is interested in a State marker, they should reach out to the HPC
committee for consultation.

b-e. In seeking the fullest and most inclusive history of Albemarle County,

ISpecial consideration will be given to sites and topics recognizing women,
African Americans, and other people of color.

need-be—{when appropriate, to work with the applicant to edit the text or verify sources.
The Committee will evaluate text and documentation for accuracy and consistency. The
final text will be forwarded to the full Historic Preservation Commission.

Questions - will deadlines be rolling? Will we review as they come in? If we get more than 4,
how will we jvotef?

Consider in Forsyth County: Sites receiving markers are chosen by February of each
year. Two markers are usually selected for unveiling ceremonies during Historic
Preservation Month each May. The historic marker program has gained significant
popularity, drawing attention to important local sites that may not have received
recognition otherwise. https://www.cityofws.org/1366/Historic-Marker-Program
Applications for historic markers are due each year by October 31st.

COUNTY APPROVAL AND INSTALLATION:

4.,

After editing has been completed and approved by the HPC, the text and marker
location will be submitted to the Board of Supervisors for comment and approval.

a. The current cost of a County historic marker, not including installation, is $1500-

2000 per. The HPC may fund up to four markers per year.

Local Historic Markers must be submitted to the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources (VDHR) for review. See VDHR Process for more information.
Location for placement of markers may require coordination with the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT), if the sign is to be installed in a VDOT right of way.
Installation and maintenance of local markers will be undertaken by the County Facilities
Department.
If the requesting party wishes to have a dedication ceremony after the marker has been
installed, the event should be requested and coordinated with the HPC and the
Supervisor within whose district the site is located.
Decisions of the HPC regarding the appropriateness of marker nominations, wording of
marker text, approval for funding, and potential review by the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources will rest entirely with the HPC, with authorization from the BOS.

Commented [11]: Does the committee agree? How
can we define "special consideration?" | think we
discussed a rating matrix at some point...

Commented [TNA(12]: Historic Marker Committee of
HPC to review. If needed, the committee will work with
the applicant....

Remembrance Marker Committee? Let's talk and firm

up the name of our committee.

Commented [KT13]: Edit by Betsy Baten transferred
over from email.

Commented [KT14]: Edit by Betsy Baten transferred
over from email.

It is crucial that wording of marker texts should include
input from the community if the marker is to
commemorate an ongoing organization such as an
active church with origins during Reconstruction or a
building or site that has been repurposed as a park,
community center, or another such organization and
has a Board of Directors.

Commented [TNA(15]: HOW ABOUT SOMETHING
LIKE:

Sites receiving markers for the coming year will be
selected by the HMC in September of each year.
Submissions will be accepted on a rolling basis.
However, it is recommended to submit nominations by
end of summer for best consideration.



https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/highway-markers/local-marker-programs/
https://www.cityofws.org/1366/Historic-Marker-Program

10. Design of the Albemarle County Local Historic Marker shall be:

1. The marker will be manufactured by Sewah Studios in Marietta, Ohio
(https://sewahstudios.com)

a. of cast aluminum.

b. Itshall be X’ H x X” W min|

c. Itwill be the X|stylel with the Albemarle County official seal in the designated
place.

d. The lettering laneltim-color will be gold and the background-plate color will be
dark green in baked enamel.

e. The text will consist of a X” head, a X” text. The name of no other organization or
agency will appear,

*VDHR PROCESS

1. Consult the DHR website for the steps in the DHR process.

2. Get text approved by the HPC. (The item must be added to a meeting agenda,
following all FOIA regulations.)

3. Email approved text to DHR with a note that a paper copy will follow.

4. Fill out DHR application form and assemble supplementary information.

1. This includes the sign location. It is strongly recommended that sign location
approvals be acquired prior to submitting the application to DHR. (Text may
need to be adjusted based on the location.)

1. If the sign is to be located on County property, BOS approval of the
location is required. This requires scheduling at a BOS meeting, which
can take several weeks. Staff will request a BOS meeting date and
prepare the executive summary.

2. If the sign is to be located on private property, a signed agreement from
the property owner is needed.

3. Ifthe sign is to be located in the public right-of-way, VDOT approval is
required. The application is available at the VDOT web site.

5. Get property signatures on application form.

6. Bring paper copies of signed application and supporting materials to Margaret or Khris
at the County Office Building. (Make drop-off arrangements by phone/email if
pandemic limits on office hours are in place.)

7. Margaret will make copies and mail paper copy to DHR.

8. DHR reviews/approves. (Acceptance of applications and subsequent review follow
DHR’s schedule, which is available at their website.)

9. Order marker. Invoices go to the Office of Equity and Inclusion.

10. Install marker. Coordinate with Dan Fowley in Facilities department at the County.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:

Commented [TNA(16]: For discussion. The ATS
school sign was 24”H by 36” W. it gets lost in the road
landscape. | think we should go with the bigger/biggest
sign size 30" H by 42" H.

—

Commented [TNA(17]: Style used at ATS: The
Georgia

Commented [TNA(18]: ATS lettering is 5/8” high and
hard to read unless close up. We should go with 1”
letters the next/only larger size font offered.

|

Commented [19]: have we finalized a design and
size?

Commented [TNA(20]: How to reference the person
by title for continuity over time. What was Siri’s title? Or
do we use Margaret's title.

Commented [TNA(21]: Again how to reference a
contact by title? Add phone?



https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/highway-markers/marker-application-process/

- Is 4 per year reasonablel?

- Consider coordination with Historical Society. More follow up needed.
- Besty notes state application is very daunting; could be an option at the

discretion of Committee

- QR|Code

- Mapping and coordinating with website

- Internal review and coordination - FOIA constraints

- Additional opportunity for community input
- Consider a local interest article... could coincide with unveiling.
- Could we have something on the sign itself? Code.

- How do we develop the text?

-Do we list a contact office and their phone/email for inquiries?

NOTES:

From: Ann Mallek <amallek@albemarle.org>

Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 9:18 AM

To: Margaret Maliszewski <MMaliszewski@albemarle.org>; jeff Richardson
<jrichardson3@albemarle.org>

Subject: story map of communities

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/clea9dfa76c6493d853d0543feed09db?utm_source=VCN+
Master+Email+List&utm campaign=39575c36e8-

EMAIL CAMPAIGN 2021 06 24 02 18 COPY_01&utm medium=email&utm term=0 49111f
780d-39575¢36€8-193127107&mc_cid=39575c36e8&mc_eid=656348730a

This is an engaging way to share history. Something to consider as we continue to gather
information and stories of the many elements of our citizenry.

SITES:

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/historical-roadside-markers

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/sites/history-
commission/files/assets/documents/historicalroadsidemarkers/fairfax_county marker_guideline

s 071116.pdf

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/sites/history-
commission/files/assets/documents/historicalroadsidemarkers/historical marker procedures.pdf

ADD: _https://gisweb.pwcgov.org/webapps/historicmarkers|

Commented [TNA(22]: Yes, but | think the bigger
question is Who is responsible for developing the
content of these signs? is it HPC, which is a lot to be
asking of the committee members. Seems like we need
support.

Commented [TNA(23]: Sewah has a QR Code option.
It's a small plate added to the lower corner after
painting. | think we should go this route, though we
need to know what we’re linking to?

Commented [TNA(24]: Check out the Prince Wm
County program that maps the sign locations and
shows the marker with its text typed out.

[ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25"

Commented [TNA(25]: Prince William County ties a
picture of the historical marker on site with an image of
it on the webpage.



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c1ea9dfa76c6493d853d0543feed09db?utm_source=VCN+Master+Email+List&utm_campaign=39575c36e8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_24_02_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_49111f780d-39575c36e8-193127107&mc_cid=39575c36e8&mc_eid=656348730a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c1ea9dfa76c6493d853d0543feed09db?utm_source=VCN+Master+Email+List&utm_campaign=39575c36e8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_24_02_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_49111f780d-39575c36e8-193127107&mc_cid=39575c36e8&mc_eid=656348730a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c1ea9dfa76c6493d853d0543feed09db?utm_source=VCN+Master+Email+List&utm_campaign=39575c36e8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_24_02_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_49111f780d-39575c36e8-193127107&mc_cid=39575c36e8&mc_eid=656348730a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c1ea9dfa76c6493d853d0543feed09db?utm_source=VCN+Master+Email+List&utm_campaign=39575c36e8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_24_02_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_49111f780d-39575c36e8-193127107&mc_cid=39575c36e8&mc_eid=656348730a
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/historical-roadside-markers
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/sites/history-commission/files/assets/documents/historicalroadsidemarkers/fairfax_county_marker_guidelines_071116.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/sites/history-commission/files/assets/documents/historicalroadsidemarkers/fairfax_county_marker_guidelines_071116.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/sites/history-commission/files/assets/documents/historicalroadsidemarkers/fairfax_county_marker_guidelines_071116.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/sites/history-commission/files/assets/documents/historicalroadsidemarkers/historical_marker_procedures.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/history-commission/sites/history-commission/files/assets/documents/historicalroadsidemarkers/historical_marker_procedures.pdf

NANCY'’s addtions:

FYI: chart from Sewah Studio showing max letter/space counts allowed on signs:

Commented [KT26]: Comment from Diane Brown
5/8" 1= 11/2" Townes transferred over from email
Fatem PanelhHtcW: # Lines [ LirSp/Ln I:“’S:I # Words|ll # Lines |LtrSp/Ln {:’S‘: # Words il #Lines |LrSp/Ln I.:;‘: # Words I like the idea of referencing a table that notes size and
Revised Ohio 39" X 43" 31 66 2046 | 345 2 48 1056 | 176 15 33 495 86 dimensions of each marker style; however, the table is
33" X 43" 24 68 1632 | 274 16 49 784 139 12 34 408 69 too small. | would suggest that a hyperlink be added, it
26" X 36" 18 56 1008 | 165 2 ) 292 85 P 28 252 2 would be good to include tables and other visual aids
20°X 36" m 8 38 100 3 2 336 % 7 7S = 2 that are user fnendly,_ easy to read and amenable to
20X 29 B 5 = 01 5 = = = 7 = 5 % those with ADA considerations.
12'X 18" 9 27 243 39 6 20 120 20 4 14 56 10
Double Arch 33"X 43" 24 69 1656 285 74 50 850 145 12 35 420 7
; EYEYS 2 25 Pe 144 1z 2 425 7 2 7y 37
24" X 30" 16 46 736 117 11 33 363 59 8 23 184 30
| el JUXEL 20 (74 T340 220 &3 48 14 T U 33 330 o7
27" X 36" 18 56 1008 168 13 40 520 86 g 28 252 43
24" X 36" 15 55 825 135 10 40 400 69 i 27 189 35
36" X 24" 27 38 1026 174 19 28 532 86 14 19 266 45
24" X 30" 15 45 675 114 1 33 363 57 8 23 184 29
30" X 24" 22 38 836 139 15 28 420 68 n 19 209 36
18" X 24" 10 38 380 60 7 27 189 30 5 19 95 16
24'X 18" 16 28 448 72 1 20 220 38 8 14 112 19

Need to decide whether to paint the rail or not: ATS sign was ‘no rail’. Going with high rail might
give more visibility;

i Behind the Scend
No Rail SHne e S
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