Land Use Tax: Assessment Standards

Standards for Classification of Rea) Estate As Devoted
To Forest Use Under The Virginia Land Use Assessment Law

Under the authority of 5 8.1-3229, et. seq. of the Code of \irginia, the State Forester adopts thase
Standards for Classification of Rea] Estate as Devot=d to0 Forest Tse Under the Special
Assessment for Land Preservation to-

1. Encourage the Proper use of real estaie in order to assure 2 readily available source of

agricultural, hortcultral and forest products, anc of open space within rteach of
concentratons of population,

2. Conserve natural resources in forms that will prevent erosion.
3. Protect adequate and safe water supplies.

4. Pressrve scemic natural beauties and open spaces,

3.

Promote troper land-use platmmg and the orderly development of real estate for t e
accommodation of an expandmg population.

6. Promote 2 balanced Sconomy and ease/lessen the pressure, which force the conversion of rea)
©S121€ T0 oTe intensive uses...

According to the specific authority and Tesponsibility conveyed by 58.1-3230, 58.1-3233 and
58.1-3240, the State Forsster is directed to provide a starernent of the standards, which shall he
applied uniformly throughout the state 1o determine if Tea. estate i devoted to forest use, After
holding public hearings, pursuant to the Admamstative Process Act (9-6.14:1 etseq. of the Code
o V' Irginiza) the statement shall be seni to the Commissionar of Revenue and the duly appointed
ass=ssor of each locality adopting an ordinance in compliance with Article 4 of Chapter 32 of
Title 38 1 of the Code of Virginia.

1. Technical Standards for Classification of Real Estate Devoted to Langd Use.

4. The arsa must be 2 mmimum of twenty acres and st meet the following standards 1o
quzlify for foresmy use.

B. PRODUCTIVE FOREST LAND. The real estate sought to be qualified shall be devored 10

iorest use, which has existent on it, and well distdbuted, commercially valuable trees of anv
size sufficismi to compose at least 40% normal stocking of forest trees, as shown m Table 1.
Land devoted 1o foregt use that has been recently harvested of merchantable Tmiber, is being
I=generated mro a new forest and not currently develop=d for nonforest use shall be eligible.

To be gualified the ang must be growing z commercial forest crop thar is physically
accessible for harvesting wherp mature,



C. NON-PRODUCTIVE FOREST LAND. The land sought to be qualified is land devored to
forest use but which is not capable of growmg a 1op of industrial wood because of
maccessibiity or adverse site conditions such as stesp outcrops of rock, shallow sotl on steep

mountain sides, excessive stespness, heavily eroded &reas, coastal beach sand, tidal moarsh

and other condifions which profubit the growth and harvesting of a crop of tree suitable for
commercial use.

D. DEFINITIONS

L. TREE. A Tee is single woody stem of a species presently or Prospectively suitable for
commercial mdustrial wood products.

2. STOCKING. Stocling 1s the number of trees three mchnes and larger

ger n diamneter breast high
(d.b.h.- 2 point on the tree tunk outside batk 4 1/2 fee: from ground level) required to equai a

total basal area (b.a. is the area in square feet of 2 cross section of 2 tree ar dbh) of 75
square feet per acre, or where such trees are not presen:, there shall be

Or Tee seedlings and trees in any combination sufficisn: 10 meet the 40
Tavle 1.

present tree seedlings,
% stocking set forth in

2. Conservation of Land Resources, Management and Production, and Certification.

A To qualify for forest use, the owner shall ceruify that the real estate is b

eIng used in & planmed
program of tmber management and soj] comservation practices which are intended 10:

1. Enhance 1ae growth of cominercially  desirable species  through generally  accepted
stiviculmmal practices.

2. Reduce or prevent soil srosion by Best Managemen: Fractices such as logging rozad lavour
and stbilization, streamside Inanagement zones, water diversion practices and other Bast
Managemen: Practices which prevent s6il erosion and IMPIove water quality.

B.

Certification of inrent by the owner can be shown by

1. A signed commitment 1o maintain and protect forestlans by documenting land-use objectves
0 melude methods of resource management and soil and water Protection or,

2. Submimne 2 Plan prepared by 2 professional forester.

3. Opinions

Secton 38.1-3240 of the Code of Virginiz authorizes = 1ocal assessing office 1o Tegues: an
opImion from the State Forester deterrnining whether parucular property meets the o enz for
forest vse. The Tequest should be in writng describing the simation in question. Maps, photos or
other pertment mformaton should accompany the Tequest. he State Forester may hold z hearing
Of arrange for an onsite Inspection by a Department officia. the applicant and the local assessing
officer. The Srare Forester will issue hisfher opinion as quickly as possible afrer all necessary
mformarion has besn received. An appeal of any opinic- that does mot commly with these
standards max be maken as provided 58.1-3240 of the Code T Virginia. )
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