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Poverty Profile
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Virginia Albemarle Hanover Henrico James City Stafford 
10% 7% 4% 6% 6% 3%

Source:  US Census of Population; 2000 Table P87

Poverty trend decreasing

1979 1989 1999
Albemarle 10% 8% 7%
Virginia 12% 10% 10%

Source: US Census of Population; 1980 Table 72; 1990 Table P121; 2000 Table P88
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Seven percent of population below poverty
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Percent of Population below Poverty 
7% of Albemarle residents earned less than the poverty level of income in 1999, below the state-wide level of 10%,
however, higher than all of our selected peer counties.  The percent of those in poverty has been decreasing for 
the last thirty years.
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Number of Persons Below Poverty

1979 1989 1999
White 3,685       3,597      3,612     
Black 1,288       854         1,121     
Asian 224          137         295        
Hispanic 75            218         337        

Percent of Persons Below Poverty

1979 1989 1999
White 8.2% 6.6% 5.4%
Black 22.7% 14.9% 15.4%
Asian 7.3% 13.0% 12.2%
Hispanic 19.5% 28.6% 16.5%

Source: 2000 US Census of Population
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Poverty by Race/Ethnicity
The percentage of poverty in all groups decreased 
between 1989 and 1999 except for Black persons 
which increased from 14.9% to 15.4% although 
the absolute number of those in poverty increased 
for all groups.  Hispanic persons had the highest 
percentage of poverty in 1999.
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Virginia Albemarle Hanover Henrico James City Stafford 
24.7% 19.7% 12.0% 17.7% 17.1% 12.6%

1979 1989 1999
Albemarle 29.2% 21.3% 19.7%
Charlottesville 41.8% 42.2% 44.7%
Charlottesville MSA 36.0% 29.1% 26.8%
Source: US Census of Population; 2000 Table P88
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Working Poor -- Persons below 200% of Poverty Level 
In 1999, Albemarle had the highest percentage of persons earning below twice the poverty level among its peer 
counties, and only below the state level by 5%.  Albemarle's rate did decrease by 1.6%  between 1989 and 1999. 
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Methodology:  divide "Persons below 200% percent of poverty level" by "Persons for whom poverty status is 
determined."  Census determined poverty level for each person varies by age, family, and household status.

20% of Albemarle's residents are at the lower end 
of the economic scale

The % of the population at the lower end of the 
economic scale is not increasing
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1979 128,974 9.2% 945 7.1%
1989 126,897 7.7% 819 4.8%
1999 129,890 7.0% 879 4.2%

Source:  US Census of Population; 1980 Table P-11; 1990 Table P123; 2000 Table P90

1979 1989 1999 1979 1989 1999
White % 5.4% 3.8% 3.2% White 648 572 582
Black % 21.6% 13.3% 10.2% Black 290 203 198
Asian % 6.3% 12.8% 12.8% Asian 7 38 85
Hispanic % 8.8% 20.6% 11.5% Hispanic 7 28 41
Source: US Census of Population

    Virginia          Albemarle 

Families in Poverty
Although the number of families in poverty rose by 60 to 879 between 1990 and 2000, the percent of families in
poverty decreased from 4.8% to 4.2%.   The majority of families below the poverty level income amount are white;
however, Black, Asian, and Hispanic families face a higher incidence within the racial and ethnic groups.  Black 
families were the only to witness an absolute decline in the number below poverty, dropping from 203 to 198.    
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Percent within own race/ethnicity Families in poverty by race/ethnicity in 1999
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1979 1989 1999
White 183 169 256
Black 187 169 95
Asian 0 19 7
Hispanic 0 0 7
Source: US Census of Population

Female Headed Households below Poverty
The number of Black female headed households below poverty has decreased from 169 to 95 (44%) between 
1989 and 1999.  In contrast, the number of White female headed households has increased from 169 to 256 
(51%).  There were only 7 reported Hispanic female headed households below poverty in 1999, but represented 
47% of such households. 
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The largest number of female headed households below poverty level income in 1999 
are White
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Virginia
1979* 14.9%
1989 13.3%
1999 12.3%

1989 1999
White <5 321 8.2% 222 5.6%
Black <5 117 22.6% 142 28.0%
Asian <5 10 10.2% 12 4.7% <18 1,417       9.5% 1,304     6.7%
Hispanic <5 32 34.8% 29 13.7% <5 471          10.2% 386        7.8%
White 5-17 670 7.3% 574 4.8% 5-17 946          9.1% 918        6.4%
Black 5-17 211 20.8% 232 15.3%
Asian 5-17 34 25.8% 49 13.4%
Hispanic 5-17 86 45.7% 39 8.2%
White <18 991 7.6% 796 5.0%
Black <18 328 21.4% 374 18.5%
Asian <18 44 19.1% 61 9.9%
Hispanic <18 118 42.1% 68 9.9%
Source: US Census of Population; 1990 Tables P119 & P120; 2000 Tables 159A,B,D,H

Albemarle 
10.9%
9.5%
6.7%

1989 1999

Both the number and percent of children in poverty have decreased between 1989 and 1999, with a total of 1,304 
(6.7%) in 1999.  Black children under five years old witness the highest incidence of poverty, at 28% (four times 
the rate for all persons).  Albemarle is below the state average for children in poverty. 
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Percent of children below poverty by Age and Race

Source: US Census; 1980 Table P-11; 
1990 Table P117; 2000 Table P87

*Note: For 1980 Census, poverty statistics 
are given only for related children

Source: US Census; 1980 Table P-11, 
1990 Table P117; 2000 Table P87

Note: *Census 1980 data is only available 
for "related" children under 18, and is not 
further sub-divided by age

Number children (Age <18) below poverty

Poverty Percentages for Children 

The percent of children below poverty has decreased and is below the state average

Between 1989 and 1999, the percent of children in poverty decreased in all age/race categories except
for Black children under 5
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1979 1989 1999
Albemarle 633 14.8% 673 11.1% 430 4.7%
Virginia 82681 17.3% 88570 14.1% 71545 9.5%

Source: US Census of Population; 1980 Table P-11; 1990 Table P117; 2000 Table P87

Poverty Among the Elderly, above age 65
Both the percentage and number of elderly below the poverty level of income decreased between 1989 and 1999
Albemarle's average of 4.7% is below the state's 9.5% in 1999.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, (http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/)
Note: "One- and two-year comparisons between model-based estimates for the same county 
must recognize that the dependent variables in the models are represented by three-year 
averages which induce some sampling correlation between the estimated 
regression coefficients." U.S. Census Bureau
These estimates carry a 90% confidence interval.
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Estimated % of Population Living Below 
Poverty Income Level in 2002

It was estimated that in 2002, 7.2% of the Albemarle County population lived below the poverty 
income level.  Among its peer counties, Albemarle had the highest percentage of people below the 
poverty line although the percentage was still well below the state average.
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Estimated % of population living below poverty
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Virginia 11.3% 11.5% 11.6% 10.2% 9.0% 8.9% 8.8% 9.6%
Albemarle 7.8% 8.5% 8.0% 6.8% 6.1% 6.5% 7.2%
Hanover 4.8% 5.0% 4.4% 4.2% 4.1% 4.0% 4.6%
Henrico 7.5% 7.9% 7.4% 6.7% 6.2% 6.3% 7.0%
James City 7.4% 7.8% 7.0% 6.7% 5.8% 5.9% 6.4%
Stafford 5.0% 5.7% 5.1% 4.6% 4.4% 4.3% 4.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, (http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/)
Note: "One- and two-year comparisons between model-based estimates for the same county 
must recognize that the dependent variables in the models are represented by three-year 
averages which induce some sampling correlation between the estimated 
regression coefficients." U.S. Census Bureau
These estimates carry a 90% confidence interval.
County data was unavailable for 1996

Estimated % of population living below poverty since 1995 
remains constant

Estimated % of population living below poverty
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It is estimated that 7.2% of the population in Albemarle County was living below the poverty income level in 
2002 while the state averaged 9.6% and the peer county average for 2002 was 5.6%.  Since 1995 the 
percentage of those in Albemarle living below the poverty income level has averaged 7.3%, 1.6% above the 
peer county average for those years and 2.8% below the state average.
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Estimated Number of Children Living Below Poverty
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Albemarle 1,785 2,239 2,194 1,784 1,584 1,444 1,613
Virginia 263,865 276,151 286,182 239,939 213,652 211,862 195,437 224,014

% of Child Population Living Below Poverty
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Albemarle 10.30% 12.60% 12.30% 9.10% 8.00% 7.30% 8.00%
Virginia 15.90% 16.60% 17.00% 14.20% 12.40% 12.20% 11.20% 12.50%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, (http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/)
Note: "One- and two-year comparisons between model-based estimates for the same county 
must recognize that the dependent variables in the models are represented by three-year 
averages which induce some sampling correlation between the estimated 
regression coefficients." U.S. Census Bureau
These estimates carry a 90% confidence interval.
County data was unavailable for 1996

Children estimated to be living in poverty in Albemarle County has decreased since 
1997

Estimated % of Children Ages 0-17 Living in Poverty
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Since 1997 there has been a 4.6% decline in the percentage of children living in poverty in Albemarle 
County.  The number of children living in poverty in Albemarle County has decreased by 626 since 1997. 
The state has realized a 4.5% decline during that time period.  
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Albemarle Hanover Henrico James City Stafford
Participants Employed 376 255 2,407 273 289
% of Total Participants 80% 69% 72% 68% 60%

Source: Michael Jenks, ACDSS (http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/bp/tanf/vip/vipreport.pdf)
Note: Data current through May 2005

     

Virginia Initiative for Employment not Welfare

Compared to the peer counties, Albemarle has the highest rate of employment (80%) for participants in Virginia 
Initiative for Employment not Welfare (VIEW), a program associated with Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families (TANF).  VIEW is the work component of the Virginia Independence Program (VIP) that requires 
recipients to work in exchange for receiving a TANF check.  VIEW is a program designed to encourage self-
sufficiency through employment.  Participation in VIEW is mandatory for parents who are receiving TANF, and 
do not meet an exemption such as inability to work or caring for a child under 18 months old.  VIEW participants
can receive support services including Day Care and Transportation.  Some transitional support services are 
available up to one year after the VIEW TANF case is closed.

Albemarle VIEW program has a high success rate in 2005
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