
Albemarle 
County’s 
Neighborhood 
Model



What is the Neighborhood Model?

� County Policy and 
component of the 
County’s 
Comprehensive Plan

� The community’s 
response to concerns 
about the “quality” of 
new development

� Does not set density
expectations, but is a 
way to make density a 
positive experience

� Is not intended to 
alter your property

� Will not redesign 
Glenmore or Running 
Deer neighborhoods

� Affects the physical 
quality of new 
development more 
than it will affect 
existing 
developments



Purpose of Neighborhood Model

Create PLACES to:

� Live
� Work
� Shop
� Relax
� Enjoy



12 Principles of the 
Neighborhood Model

• Pedestrian Orientation
• Neighborhood Friendly 

Streets and Paths
• Interconnected Streets 

and Transportation 
Networks

• Parks and Open Space
• Neighborhood Centers
• Buildings and Spaces 

of Human Scale

• Relegated Parking
• Mixture of Uses
• Mixture of Housing 

Types and Affordability
• Redevelopment
• Site Planning that 

Respects Terrain
• Clear Boundaries with 

the Rural Areas



NM is looking for paved 
pedestrian paths



And a 
destination



A pleasant trip for the pedestrian



Where buildings face a street.



Where parking 
can be from 
the side or 

rear



Without attention to the relationship of 
buildings to the street…



Development can take forms that 
aren’t attractive for the driver or 

inviting to the pedestrian.



NM helps to create mixed-use places that 
allow for people to live and work in close 

proximity



With attention to scale that feels 
good to the pedestrian



With 
interconnections 
that allow for  
alternative routes 
for neighbors, 
school buses and 
emergency 
vehicles



The NM is about creating parks 
and open space



A mixture of housing types and 
affordability



Respect for terrain



And clear boundaries with the 
Rural Areas.



The Master Plan for the 
Village of Rivanna

• As a whole should reflect the 
Neighborhood Model, even though 
existing individual developments may not

• Will need to accommodate some of the 
density expected for the County’s 
Development Areas



To create liveable vibrant 
places for residents



And preserve our 
beautiful Rural Areas


