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 — a self-guided tour — 

If you have questions regarding our water re-
source demonstration projects, please contact: 
 

Water  Resources Division 
General Services Department 

Albemarle County, VA 
401 McIntire Rd., Charlottesville 22902 

(434) 296-5816 
www.albemarle.org/water 

— Benefits of Highlighted Projects — 
 

� � protects stream channels by generat-
ing less stormwater runoff 

� � protects aquatic life by reducing the 
discharge of nutrients, sediment, and 
other pollutants 

� � reduces demand for potable water by 
retaining stormwater runoff for sub-
sequent, productive uses 

� � recharges groundwater and maintains 
low flows in streams by encouraging 
infiltration 

� � reduces urban heat effect by provid-
ing shading 

“ The projects highlighted in this brochure 
demonstrate what homeowners or other prop-
erty owners can do to reduce their impacts on 
local water resources.”  

 Despite these demonstration projects, the 
County office building still generates a large 
quantity of unmanaged stormwater runoff.  This 
is due to the fact that the building (formerly Lane 
High School) was constructed prior to current 
stormwater management requirements.  Nonethe-
less, the County will continue to seize future op-
portunities to incorporate additional projects 
throughout our properties. 

Additional Resources: 
 

Rivanna Regional Stormwater  Education Par tner-
ship – a partnership of local governments and institu-
tions dedicated to educating and involving the public 
on matters related to stormwater and water resource 
protection. 
(http://www.rivanna-stormwater.org/) 

F or over 25 years, Albemarle County has been 
protecting water resources by telling others what 
to do – and, more often, what not to do.  Lately, 
however, the County has been practicing what it 
preaches through the implementation of a number 
of projects that decrease the impact of its office 
property on local waterways – specifically 
Schenk’s Branch.  In addition to having direct 
environmental benefits, these projects serve as an 
example to citizens and the development commu-
nity as to the various techniques through which 
stormwater runoff from buildings and parking lots 
can be reduced, captured and utilized, or treated. 

 The map on the other side of this page 
indicates the locations of six different features – 
some more complex and expensive, others simple 
and low-cost – that you could consider adding to 
your home, your office, or your next 3,000-acre 
mixed-use development. 

County office building watershed 

schenk’s branch 

rivanna river 

meadow creek 
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Can you find 
all of these 
features? 

Rain Barrel — collects 
and stores runoff from 
roof tops for later use 

Raingarden — a vegetated 
hollow that captures and 
stores runoff for infiltration 
and use by vegetation 

StormVault — an un-
derground structure that 
removes pollutants from 
runoff (off map) 

Pervious Pavers — 
an alternative to pave-
ment; rainfall is stored 
within spaces and then 
soaks into the ground 

Greenroof — vegetated soil 
layer traps and uses rainfall; 
runoff is reduced; also provides 
thermal insulation and protects 
roof (to visit, ask for a tour) 

Rain Tank — currently 
used to collect runoff 
data from greenroof; 
water can be utilized 


