
St orm wat er  
Mat t ers 

 
A guide to help owners 

understand their 
stormw ater facility 

maintenance 
responsibilities 

If you have questions regarding the maintenance 
of your stormwater facilities, please contact: 
 

Stormwater  Inspector  
General Services Department 

Albemarle County, VA 
401 McIntire Rd., Charlottesville 22902 

(434) 296-5816 x3424 
www.albemarle.org/water 

 If your stormwater facility has been 
long neglected, it may take a considerable initial 
effort to bring it back into compliance. How-
ever, routine maintenance may not cost much 
more than maintaining traditional landscaping.  
Some stormwater facilities may also require 
non-routine maintenance such as structural re-
pairs or the replacement of a sand filter.  

Biofilter, Monticello High School 

Source: NVPDC 

Cross-section of  
bio-retention facility, 
or “rain garden” 

— Typical Maintenance Activities — 
 

� � trimming/replanting vegetation 
� � removal of accumulated trash, de-

bris, and sediment 
� � unclogging pipes and outfalls 
� � repairing/stabilizing erosion, cracks, 

settlements, rodent holes 
� � repairing structural components 
� � replacing underdrain or sand filter 

 Typical stormwater facility maintenance 
activities are listed in the box below. One or 
more of these may be applicable to your facility: 

“ Maintenance costs should be incorporated 
into property management budgets.”  

 Routine maintenance for most storm-
water facilities can be adequately performed by a 
landscaping or property management company.  
Non-routine maintenance will likely require a 
contractor or a more specialized firm providing 
environmental or sewer services. 
 Stormwater facility maintenance require-
ments can be minimized through the following 
landscape management practices: 

Additional Resources: 
 

Northern Virginia Planning District Commission;  
Maintaining Your BMP — A Guidebook for Private 
Owners and Operators in Northern Virginia 
(http://www.novaregion.org/bmp.htm) 
 

Montgomery County (MD) Department of Environ-
mental Protection; Maintaining Urban Stormwater 
Facilities — A Guidebook for Common Ownership 
Communities 
(http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/deptmpl.asp?url=/
content/dep/Stormwater/maintain.asp) 

— Minimizing Maintenance Needs — 
 

� � do not dump or allow trash, yard clip-
pings, or toxic substances to get 
washed into stormwater facilities or 
storm drains 

� � do not over-apply fertilizers to areas 
draining to stormwater facilities 

� � prevent or repair erosion in areas 
draining to stormwater facilities 

 The long-term expense of maintaining a 
stormwater facility should be recognized and 
incorporated into property maintenance budgets.  
In addition, property owners associations should 
have the authority and means to assess individ-
ual property owners in an equitable manner. 



 Stormwater facilities are engineered 
systems, such as detention basins (see photo 
below), or landscaping features, such as vegetated 
swales, that are intended to minimize environ-
mental impacts caused by development. 
 The development of land typically results 
in more rainfall running off the property instead of 
being captured by vegetation or soaking into the 
ground.  This surface runoff is called stormwater.  
The increase in stormwater causes erosion and/or 
flooding on downstream properties when not 
properly managed.  

 Since land development can cause down-
stream impacts, it is the responsibility of the 
owners of developed land to provide stormwater 
management on their own properties and, 
therefore, reduce the burden on downstream 
property owners and natural resources.  At least 
one type of stormwater facility, and possibly 
several, is required as part of the site plan or 
subdivision approval process for all developments, 
including yours. 

What  are st orm wat er  faci l i t i es  
and what  are t hey  for? 

Why m ust  I  have a st orm -
wat er  faci l i t y  on  m y proper t y  

or  near  m y lot ? 

What  are m y  
m ain t enance obl i gat ions? 

Detention Basin, Still Meadow 

Y ou or your property owners association are 
responsible for the long-term maintenance of a 
stormwater management facility located on your 
property. This pamphlet was designed to provide 
guidance to help you understand and meet these 
obligations. 

“ Land development can negatively affect 
both the quality and quantity of runoff.”  

 In addition, stormwater picks up and carries 
many pollutants such as sediment, oils, fertilizers, 
and animal waste into nearby streams, thereby 
harming aquatic life and limiting our ability to use 
the water for drinking, recreation, and fisheries. 
 Stormwater management is the term used 
to describe any practice or approach intended to 
minimize these impacts by reducing flow rates and 
removing pollutants. Examples of stormwater 
facilities are listed in the box below: 

 It may seem that your development by 
itself would cause only a negligible impact to 
receiving waters, especially larger ones — such as 
the Rivanna River — that are far downstream.  
This may be true, but any effects from your 
developed property combine with those of all other 
developed properties in your watershed to produce 
a cumulative impact, which has the potential to 
cause significant flooding and impairment to 
downstream waters. 

“ Stormwater facilities mitigate the environ-
mental impacts caused by land development.”  

“ The responsibility for stormwater manage-
ment is borne by the property owner.”  

  

“ Stormwater facilities require periodic main-
tenance — such as landscaping and sediment 
removal.”  

Tree Box Filter, Target 

 Most stormwater facilities — especially 
engineered systems — need to be actively main-
tained for them to remove pollutants or regulate 
flow rates as designed.  As a property owner, you 
are required by County ordinances to regularly 
perform maintenance on your 
stormwater facility.  This legal 
obligation does not expire and is  
even passed on to the purchaser of 
a property that is sold. 

Types of Stormwater  
Management Facilities 

 

� � wet detention ponds 
� � dry detention ponds 
� � created wetlands 
� � bio-retention areas (biofilters) 
� � underground sand filters 
� � grassed or vegetated swales 
� � manufactured systems (e.g., tree 

box filters and sediment chambers) 
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