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Environmental Scan Financial Profile

BPOL nominal tax revenue increased steadily from 1997 through 2001

Total Nominal Business License Tax Revenue in Albemarle County, 1994-2001
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Percentage Change in Total Nominal Business License Tax Revenue
in Albemarle County and Peer Virginia Counties, 1995-2001
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Total BPOL Tax Revenue - Not Adjusted for Inflation
Business, professional, and occupational license (BPOL) tax revenue serves as one proxy for the volume of 
business activity taking place in a jurisdiction.  In the case of Albemarle, this tax revenue was relatively flat 
between 1994 and 1996, but increased steadily from 1997 through 2001.  This track record suggests healthy 
growth in business activity during the latter years in question.

A comparison of the percentage change in BPOL revenue in Albemarle and the County's peer Virginia 
jurisdictions reveals that, with the exception of 1995, Albemarle has either performed comparably with its peers 
or, in the cases of 1999 and 2001, has far surpassed the performance of these other jurisdictions.

Source:  Commonwealth of Virginia, Auditor of Public Accounts, Comparative Report of Local Government 
Revenues and Expenditures , (http://www.virginia.edu/coopercenter/vastat/comparative.htm). July 18, 2003.
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Environmental Scan Financial Profile

Per-capita nominal BPOL tax revenue increased by $30 between 1994 and 2001

Per-Capita Nominal Business License Tax Revenue in Albemarle County, 1994-2001
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Percentage Change in Per-Capita Nominal Business License Tax Revenue
in Albemarle County and Peer Virginia Counties, 1995-2001
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Per-Capita BPOL Tax Revenue - Not Adjusted for Inflation
Changes in the per-capita value of BPOL tax revenue gives us a rough idea about the intensity  of business 
activity in a community.  The higher the value of BPOL revenue per resident, the higher the level of business 
activity that each resident "supports."  In the case of Albemarle, this activity increased by rougly $30 (or 60%) 
between 1994 and 2001, with substantial increases taking place from 1998 onward.

A comparison of Albemarle's per-capita performance with the average of its peer Virginia counties reveals that, 
after 1996, Albemarle typically has matched or outperformed the other jurisdictions.

Source:  Commonwealth of Virginia, Auditor of Public Accounts, Comparative Report of Local Government 
Revenues and Expenditures, (http://www.virginia.edu/coopercenter/vastat/comparative.html), July 18, 2003
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Environmental Scan Financial Profile

Albemarle's constant dollar BPOL tax revenue has grown substantially

Total Constant Dollar Business License Tax Revenue in Albemarle County, 1994-2001
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Percentage Change in Total Constant Dollar Business License Tax Revenue
in Albemarle County and Peer Virginia Counties, 1995-2001
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Total BPOL Tax Revenue - Adjusted for Inflation
Even after factoring out inflation, the County's total BPOL tax revenue grew substantially, with the greatest 
growth taking place from 1997 onward.

Factoring out inflation does not change the results of comparing Albemarle's performance with the average of its 
peer Virginia counties.  Except for 1995, Albemarle either performed comparably or outperformed this group.

Source:  Commonwealth of Virginia, Auditor of Public Accounts, Comparative Report of Local Government 
Revenues and Expenditures ,(http://www.virginia.edu/coopercenter/vastat/comparative.html), July 18, 2003
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Environmental Scan Financial Profile

but has since recovered
Per-capita constant dollar BPOL tax revenue declined between 1994 and 1997

Per-Capita Constant Dollar Business License Tax Revenue in
Albemarle County, 1994-2001
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Percentage Change in Per-Capita Constant Dollar Business License Tax Revenue in 
Albemarle County and Peer Virginia Counties, 1995-2001

-10.0

-5.0

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Fiscal Year

%
 C

h
an

g
e,

 O
ve

r P
re

vi
o
u
s 

Y
ea

r, 
In

 P
er

-C
ap

ita
 

C
o
n
st

an
t (

Y
ea

r 2
00

1)
 D

o
lla

r R
ev

en
u
e 

Albemarle

Peer Cty Avg

Per-Capita BPOL Tax Revenue - Adjusted for Inflation
In real terms, the County's per-capita BPOL tax revenue actually declined between 1994 and 1997, but 
recovered afterwards, with the biggest increase coming in 2001.

Once again, a comparison with the average of the County's peer Virginia jurisdictions reveals that, after 1996, 
Albemarle's per-capita BPOL tax revenue performance either matched or exceeded that of the other counties.

Source:  Commonwealth of Virginia, Auditor of Public Accounts, Comparative Report of Local Government 
Revenues and Expenditures ,(http://www.virginia.edu/coopercenter/vastat/comparative.html), July 18, 2003
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Environmental Scan Financial Profile

Avg. Peer
Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. James Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Cty. Yr.-Yr.

Year Albemarle % Ch. Hanover % Ch. Henrico % Ch. City % Ch. Loudoun % Ch. Stafford % Ch. % Change
1994 3.797 N/A 0.287 N/A 17.778 N/A 2.199 N/A 4.011 N/A N/A N/A N/A
1995 3.712 -2.2 0.292 1.7 20.037 12.7 2.396 9.0 4.990 24.4 N/A N/A 12.0
1996 3.841 3.5 0.282 -3.4 20.912 4.4 2.673 11.6 5.380 7.8 N/A N/A 5.1
1997 4.213 9.7 0.324 14.9 21.792 4.2 2.874 7.5 5.850 8.7 N/A N/A 8.8
1998 4.520 7.3 0.397 22.5 21.461 -1.5 2.946 2.5 6.649 13.7 N/A N/A 9.3
1999 5.088 12.6 0.358 -9.8 21.054 -1.9 3.080 4.5 7.779 17.0 N/A N/A 2.5
2000 5.726 12.5 0.397 10.9 22.253 5.7 3.468 12.6 10.247 31.7 N/A N/A 15.2
2001 7.203 25.8 0.420 5.8 23.092 3.8 3.724 7.4 12.341 20.4 N/A N/A 9.3

Avg. Peer
Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. James Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Cty. Yr.-Yr.

Year Albemarle % Ch. Hanover % Ch. Henrico % Ch. City % Ch. Loudoun % Ch. Stafford % Ch. % Change
1994 50.69 N/A 3.98 N/A 74.32 N/A 54.98 N/A 36.01 N/A N/A N/A N/A
1995 48.46 -4.4 3.89 -2.1 83.07 11.8 58.01 5.5 41.17 14.3 N/A N/A 7.4
1996 48.44 0.0 3.66 -5.9 84.25 1.4 62.02 6.9 41.45 0.7 N/A N/A 0.8
1997 52.53 8.5 4.07 11.0 86.34 2.5 65.17 5.1 41.76 0.7 N/A N/A 4.8
1998 55.26 5.2 4.82 18.5 84.46 -2.2 64.61 -0.9 44.03 5.5 N/A N/A 5.2
1999 61.38 11.1 4.21 -12.7 81.38 -3.6 65.53 1.4 47.87 8.7 N/A N/A -1.5
2000 68.02 10.8 4.60 9.3 84.84 4.2 72.10 10.0 60.42 26.2 N/A N/A 12.5
2001 83.85 23.3 4.71 2.5 86.91 2.4 75.38 4.6 66.28 9.7 N/A N/A 4.8

and Peer Virginia Counties, 1994-2001
(By Fiscal Year, in Nominal $)

Business License Tax Revenue for Albemarle County
and Peer Virginia Counties, 1994-2001

(By Fiscal Year, in Millions of $)

Per-Capita Business License Tax Revenue for Albemarle County

Source: Commonwealth of Virginia, Auditor of Public Accounts, Comparative Report of Local Government Revenues and 
Expenditures,  (http://www.virginia.edu/coopercenter/vastat/comparative.html).  July 18, 2003.  Per capita amounts derived from 
population information found on the Weldon Cooper Center VaStat website.
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Avg. Peer
Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. James Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Cty. Yr.-Yr.

Year Albemarle % Ch. Hanover % Ch. Henrico % Ch. City % Ch. Loudoun % Ch. Stafford % Ch. % Change
1994 4.537 N/A 0.343 N/A 21.245 N/A 2.628 N/A 4.793 N/A N/A N/A N/A
1995 4.314 -4.9 0.339 -1.1 23.284 9.6 2.784 6.0 5.799 21.0 N/A N/A 8.9
1996 4.336 0.5 0.318 -6.2 23.604 1.4 3.017 8.4 6.073 4.7 N/A N/A 2.1
1997 4.649 7.2 0.358 12.3 24.046 1.9 3.171 5.1 6.455 6.3 N/A N/A 6.4
1998 4.911 5.6 0.431 20.7 23.317 -3.0 3.201 0.9 7.224 11.9 N/A N/A 7.6
1999 5.409 10.1 0.381 -11.8 22.381 -4.0 3.274 2.3 8.269 14.5 N/A N/A 0.2
2000 5.889 8.9 0.408 7.3 22.886 2.3 3.567 8.9 10.539 27.4 N/A N/A 11.5
2001 7.203 22.3 0.420 2.9 23.092 0.9 3.724 4.4 12.341 17.1 N/A N/A 6.3

Avg. Peer
Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. James Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Yr.-Yr. Cty. Yr.-Yr.

Year Albemarle % Ch. Hanover % Ch. Henrico % Ch. City % Ch. Loudoun % Ch. Stafford % Ch. % Change
1994 60.58 N/A 4.75 N/A 88.82 N/A 65.70 N/A 43.03 N/A N/A N/A N/A
1995 56.31 -7.0 4.52 -4.8 96.54 8.7 67.42 2.6 47.84 11.2 N/A N/A 4.4
1996 54.67 -2.9 4.13 -8.6 95.10 -1.5 70.00 3.8 46.78 -2.2 N/A N/A -2.1
1997 57.96 6.0 4.49 8.5 95.27 0.2 71.91 2.7 46.07 -1.5 N/A N/A 2.5
1998 60.04 3.6 5.23 16.7 91.76 -3.7 70.19 -2.4 47.84 3.8 N/A N/A 3.6
1999 65.24 8.7 4.47 -14.6 86.51 -5.7 69.66 -0.8 50.89 6.4 N/A N/A -3.7
2000 69.95 7.2 4.73 5.8 87.25 0.9 74.15 6.4 62.14 22.1 N/A N/A 8.8
2001 83.85 19.9 4.71 -0.3 86.91 -0.4 75.38 1.7 66.28 6.7 N/A N/A 1.9

(By Fiscal Year, in Millions of Year 2001 $)

Per-Capita Business License Tax Revenue for Albemarle
County and Peer Virginia Counties, 1994-2001

(By Fiscal Year, in Year 2001 $)

Business License Tax Revenue for Albemarle County
and Peer Virginia Counties, 1994-2001

Source: Commonwealth of Virginia, Auditor of Public Accounts, Comparative Report of Local Government Revenues and 
Expenditures,  (http://www.virginia.edu/coopercenter/vastat/comparative.html).  July 18, 2003.  Per capita amounts derived from 
population information found on the Weldon Cooper Center VaStat website.  To convert to 2001 dollars, used CPI-U data from 
the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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