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1. Introduction  

Albemarle County has a longstanding commitment to growth management. Since the adoption of 

the first Comprehensive Plan in 1971, County policy has been to direct growth into the 11 

designated Development Areas, as shown in Figure 1.1. Directing this growth into the 

Development Areas conserves the balance of the County as Rural Areas and enables the County 

to protect the agricultural and scenic resources found in those Rural Areas.  

The County recognizes the Development Areas as places where a variety of land uses, facilities, 

and services exist and are planned to support the Countyôs future growth. Of the Countyôs 726 

square miles, only 35ðor about 5 percentðare included in the Development Areas. Planning 

efforts channel growth into these Development Areas in order to facilitate economical service 

delivery and to promote neighborhood-style development as the preferred design.  

In 2001, the County adopted the Neighborhood Model to guide the form of development. The 

Neighborhood Model recommends that both new development and redevelopment in the 

Development Areas follow these 12 principles: 

1. Pedestrian Orientation 

2. Neighborhood Friendly Streets and Paths 

3. Interconnected Streets and Transportation Networks 

4. Parks and Open Space 

5. Neighborhood Centers 

6. Buildings and Spaces of Human Scale 

7. Relegated Parking 

8. Mixture of Uses 

9. Mixture of Housing Types and Affordability 

10. Redevelopment 

11. Site Planning that Respects Terrain 

12. Clear Boundaries with the Rural Areas 

The Neighborhood Model also recommends that a master plan be prepared for each of the 

Countyôs 11 Development Areas. Further discussion of the Neighborhood Model can be found in 

the Land Use Plan Section of the Comprehensive Plan (page 204). 

The Places29 Master Plan 

The Master Plan covers the four Development Areas north of the City of Charlottesville: 

Neighborhood 1, Neighborhood 2, the Community of Hollymead, and the Community of Piney 

Mountain, as shown in Figure 1.2. This Master Plan is an adopted component of the Land Use 

section of the Countyôs Comprehensive Plan. 
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