Appendix (B) — Rural Area Transportation L ong Range Plan
Trangportation Study - Albemarle County

Albemarle County

The major transportation goals for Albemarle County’s rural areas are to preserve rural
character while improving safety and multi-modal transportation choices. Residents
suggested leaving the rural roads as they are whenever possible, focusing on road safety
improvements such as shoulders and guardrails, straightening curves, and increased regular
maintenance, rather than paving and widening rural roads. Road improvements should
support intended growth, as indicated in the County Comprehensive Plan, and not encourage
growth outside of designated development areas, as well as provide access from farms to
markets along strategic routes. Rural roads have multiple purposes and benefit from design
that keeps drivers alert and moving at appropriate speeds to react safely to slower moving
farm equipment, bicyclists, people checking the mail, or children walking to a bus stop.

Roadway Improvements

Primary roads are the main routes of travel, even though many are still two-lane country
roads. UnJAM participants requested paved shoulders, which improve safety for motor
vehicles and for bicycles and pedestrians without dramatically altering the road character.
Primary roadways should accommodate both large and slow moving vehicles, with bridges
and railroad crossings wide enough for safe passage.

Turning vehicles often create safety issues and contribute to congestion. Primary roads
should have turn lanes at highly used intersections (or roundabouts, as appropriate), and a
limited number of intersections to reduce these problems. Intersections should be clearly

visible and well-marked to reduce confusion, and designed to allow safe movement. In
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developed areas, access management becomes more important, and reducing the speed
limit can help improve safety for turning vehicles. The intersection of 250 and 240 is an
example of an intersection in need of access management and re-alignment.



Primary routes that connect urban areas and rural communities, such as Crozet and
Scottsville, should be enhanced with paved shoulders for maximum safety and multi-modal
usage. This has been completed for a portion of Route 20 and is very effective.

In Scottsville, the intersections of 20 and 726, 6 and 726, and 6 and 20 may be improved
with roundabouts, and Route 20 can be improved with a median at the foot of the bridge.
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Albemarle County has developed a master plan for future improvements in Crozet. The
Crozet Plan includes a connection between Route 250 and Route 240, interconnected
neighborhoods, bicycle and pedestrian friendly streets, trail connectors, and dense, mixed
land uses complemented by open spaces. The connection to Mint Springs along Route 684
should be improved for cyclists and pedestrians. Almost all improvements are slated for
Routes 250 and 240, preserving the village-like environment of the community.

Primary roads, especially those in rural areas, should retain scenic qualities where possible.
Designation of roads as scenic byways will help in future efforts to protect their character.
Existing and intended scenic roads include Routes 6, 53, 22, 20, 231, and 240.



New roads requested in Albemarle County include the 240/250 connector in Crozet and a

possible Town Council-desired Scottsville Bypass. If built, these roads should be two-lane to
retain rural character.
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The major concern on secondary roads is safety. Creating adequate operating space and
controlling traffic speeds and motions can improve safety dramatically. Paved shoulders
provide more vehicular operating space and offer a recovery zone, improved sight distance,
and space for slow moving vehicles, without vastly altering the road character. Bicycles,
emergency vehicles, school buses, and pedestrians can all benefit from this design. This is
recommended along key highly traveled secondary roads, like Garth Road.
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The ability to see danger ahead and react accordingly depends on visibility. Regular
maintenance of roadside vegetation can help keep sight lines clear. Reflectors in the
roadway centerline and reflective paint along the edge improve visibility in dark and rainy
conditions, and is recommended along highly traveled roads and on curvy sections of most
roads. Additionally, the number of access points should be minimized and limited to those
necessary to provide safe and convenient access.

Intersections should have particularly clear visibility for safety. The angle at which two roads
intersect and the topography affect sight lines. An intersection with roads at right angles
improves sight lines. Vegetation, signage, parked cars, utilities, or other obstacles should not
block sight lines. Intersections in need of traffic controls may be served by a roundabout,
which helps preserve rural character better than a traffic signal, while increasing safety and
capacity of the intersection. Intersections recommended for safety improvements are 810
and 789, 671 and 655, and 732 and 762.

Lowering speed limits can improve traffic safely while allowing roads to keep their basic
shape and character. Changing the speed limit of a roadway requires local and state study
and approvals, and is primarily appropriate where roadways pass through rural villages.

Any roadway requiring construction should be protective of environmentally sensitive areas.
Improvements needed in fragile areas should receive careful scrutiny and provide protective
measures to eliminate ecological, environmental, and aesthetic concerns.

VDOT’s Rural Rustic Road program is a less costly and more environmentally friendly
alternative to Pave-in-Place, and allows more miles of road to be paved at substantially less
cost. By using existing road widths and geometry for road improvements, rather than
increasing road widths, the goal of preserving the County’s rural scenic resources would be

more obtainable.
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Designation of a road as a Scenic Byway protects the corridor from unsightly signage and
promotes tourism. More secondary roads should have this status in the County. Routes
810, 614, and 712 are good candidates for scenic byways in Albemarle County.



