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COVER LETTER TO ALBEMARLE PLANNING COMMISSION
SUBMITTED WITH CITIZEN PETITION RE: PROPOSED CHANGES
TO “THE ALBEMARLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, THE RURAL
AREAS”.

TO MEMBERS: WILLIAM D. RIELEY, RODNEY S. THOMAS,
MARCIA JOSEPH, WILLIAM B. CRADDOCK, CALVIN
MORRIS, WILLIAM EDGERTON, AND JO HIGGINS:

THE INCLUDED PETITION (8 COPIES) HAS BEEN SIGNED BY
A TOTAL OF ‘][, CITIZENS. _

IN TALKING TO MANY RURAL AREA FARM FAMILIES AND
RESIDENTS IN MY PART OF THE COUNTY (NORTH OF
WHITE HALL), ] BECAME AWARE OF HOW FEW KNEW
ABOUT THE CHANGES BEING PROPOSED, AND HOW MANY
OF THEM FELT THEY HAD NO VOICE HEARD BY COUNTY

- GOVERNMENT. THIS IS THE PRIMARY REASON FOR THE
PETITION.

MOST DON’T HAVE ACCESS TO COMPUTERS AND -
ALBEMARLE’S GREAT WEB SITE; MANY ARE ELDERLY;
THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE MEDIA COVERAGE. MANY ARE

- SO INVOLVED WITH EARNING A LIVING THEY CAN’T KEEP
UP WITH ALL THAT GOES ON IN COUNTY GOVERNMENT.

THESE PROPOSED CHANGES CAN AFFECT THEIR LIVES
AND LIVELIHOODS DRASTICALLY. ADEQUATE
COMMUNICATION WITH FARMERS AND RURAL
LANDOWNERS IS A PROBLEM THAT NEEDS SOLVING.

THANK YOU,
MARY B. SHERIDAN

2500 BEZALEEL DR
CROZET VA 22932



TO MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION RE: THE REVISED

' COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE RURAL AREAS:

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, EXPRESS OUR SUPPORT FOR:

~ 1)THE CONTINUED USE-VALUE TAXATION OF AGRICULTURAL, FORESTAL AND
OPEN SPACE LANDS, KNOWING THAT WITHOUT IT, MANY FARM FAMILIES WOULD HAVE
TO SELL THEIR LANDS.

2)MAINTAINING THE PRESENT NUMBER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS AND

| ALLOWING CLUSTERING OF THOSE DEVELOPMENT LOTS.

- 3) REAL FUNDING OF THE CONSERVATION OF EASEMENTS PROGRAM BY
FLOATING A BOND ISSUE AND PAYING ACTUAL MARKBT VALUE TO THE RURAL

- LANDOWNER.

4)ALLOWING APPROPRIATELY SCALED ALTERNATIVE USES ON RURAL LANDS
THAT COULD PROVIDE ADDED ECONOMIC BENEFIT TO FARMERS '

5) THE CREATION OF AN AGRICULTURE/CONSERVATION/F ORESTRY SUPPORT
PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES ASSISTANCE INCLUDING COMMUNITY EDUCATION,
MARKETING STRATEGIES, THE EXPLORATION OF RURAL LAND USE SUPPORT

~ BUSINESSES, AND PROVIDE INFORMATION TO RURAL LANDOWNERS ABOUT HOW

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS MIGHT HELP IN GOOD BST’A‘I‘E PLANNING.

6)WE ALSO THINK GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO TAKE A MORE PROACTIVE ROLE IN
EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE PUBLIC’S RESPONSIBILITIES IN SHARING COSTS

~ WITH THE RURAL LANDOWNER FOR THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT POLICIES AND FOR
' ALL THE PUBLIC DEMANDS BEING PLACED ON PRIVATELY OWNED RURAL LANDS. TF

THE PUBLIC HAS A VESTED INTEREST IN THESE PRIVATELY OWNED LANDS, IT NEEDS TO

.SHARE THE FINANCIAL BURDENS WITH THE RURAL LANDOWNER

. WE RESPECTFULLY DISAGREE WITH:

DA TIME-RELBASE REQUIREMENT OR PHASING OF AB]ITY TO SELL ALLOWABLE

DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS. :
THIS VISITS AN UNDUE HARDSHIP ON THE FARM FAMILY WHICH IS NOT VISITED.

ON OTHER LANDOWNERS. IT WOULD HINDER PRESERVATION DEVELOPMENT, AND

- DEVALUE LAND VALUES. PLEASE REMEMBER THESE LANDS ARE PRIVATELY HELD AND
* INMOST CASES REPRESENT A TOTAL LIFETIME INVESTMENT OF THE OWNER (AND IN
_ MANY CASES THE LIFETIME INVESTMENTS OF SEVERAL GENERATIONS BEFORE HIM)

AND ARE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO THE WELFARE AND HEALTH OF FARM FAMILIES.
IT’S NOT THE DUTY OF GOVERNMENT TO DECIDE WHAT IS “NEEDED INCOME” FOR THE
FARM FAMILY, OR THAT GOVERNMENT WILL “ALLOW” HIM TO “MEET OCCASIONAL
FINANCIAL NEEDS”. FARM FAMILIES DON’T REACH LIGHTLY THE DECISION TO SELL

- THEIR LANDS; AND WHEN THEY DO, IT IS USUALLY BECAUSE THEY SEE IT AS THEIR

ONLY OPTION.
. 2) CHANGING THE RULES FOR FAM]LY DIVISIONS.

CURRENT FARM ECONOMICS, APPRECIATION OF LONG HELD FAMILY LANDS,
INHERITANCE TAXES, FAMILY PRESSURES OF LONG TERM AND MEDICAL CARE OF :
ELDERLY FAMILY MEMBERS, LIMITED ALLOWABLE USES OF RURAL LANDS ALL SERVE
TO MAKE IT INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO PASS FAMILY LANDS ON TO THE NEXT
GENERATION. AND YET IT IS FARM FAMILIES WHO HAVE PROTECTED AND PRESERVED




 OUR BEAUTIFUL RURAL AREAS TO DATE. WE ARE AGAINST REGULATIONS THAT
MAKE FAMILY DIVISIONS MORE DIFFICULT.

3) THAT ALL THE COMPONENTS OF THE RURAL AREAS (ASLISTEDIN
“GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE RURAL AREAS”) BE CONSIDERED AS EQUAL WITH
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES IN GUIDING POLICY DEVELOPMENT.

- THESE RESOURCES ARE ON PRIVATELY HELD LANDS, AND ONCE AGAIN,
THE PUBLIC NEEDS TO INVEST ITS FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO PROTECT THESE =
INSTEAD OF “TAKING” FROM THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF FARM FAMILIES.

THANK YOU .
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- OUR BEAUTIFUL RURAL AREAS TO DATE. WE ARE AGAIN ST REGULATIONS THAT
MAKE FAMILY DIVISIONS MORE DIFFICULT.

o 3)THAT ALL THE COMPONENTS OF THE RURAL AREAS (ASLISTED IN
“GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE RURAL AREAS”) BE CONSIDERED AS EQUAL WITH
'AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES IN GUIDING POLICY DEVELOPMENT.

: THESE RESOURCES ARE ON PRIVATELY HELD LANDS, AND ONCE AGAIN,
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'INSTEAD OF “TAKING” FROM THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF FARM FAMILIES.

~ THANK YOU.

~ SIGNATURES TO ATTACHED PETITION TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION:
 NAME ADDRESS . PHONE NO.
| , P TR T
Voug Agge Figmte  mTD,
| ’ S04 raun) Sch F23-4£S14
@Mﬁ Mgt Q/;:;ﬁt,z&.z:z?sa

3 ,. ‘ HE4¢ Fpe mT Crd-47¢8
I ary £ Mo gt o

I o

YE3 sy o gfF_ STLO
T .' : : AV

. . c» it 387< G Y- &e/;fus Ve, 295~ G729
146&4.@@78%&5@&7 4!95%/%(“@&.&;/@/- §23-§9

5 T I WA URC PO Doy Ty Cro~ ohide £33-Yo39
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3)THAT ALL THE COMPONENTS OF THE RURAL AREAS (AS LISTED IN
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OUR BEAUTIFUL RURAL AREAS TO DATE. WE ARE AGAINST REGULATIONS THAT

- MAKE FAMILY DIVISIONS MORE DIFFICULT. 3

. 3)THAT ALL THE COMPONENTS OF THE RURAL AREAS (AS LISTED IN
“GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE RURAL AREAS™) BE CONSIDERED AS EQUAL WITH
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES IN GUIDING POLICY DEVELOPMENT.

- THESE RESOURCES ARE ON PRIVATELY HELD LANDS, AND ONCE AGAIN, THE -
PUBLIC NEEDS TO INVEST ITS FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO PROTECT THESE
INSTEAD OF “TAKING” FROM THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF FARM FAMILIES.

~ THANK YOU.
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OUR BEAUTIFUL RURAL AREAS TO DATE. WE ARE AGAINST REGULATIONS THAT
MAKE FAMILY DIVISIONS MORE DIFFICULT.

- 3)THAT ALL THE COMPONENTS OF THE RURAL AREAS (AS LISTED IN
“GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE RURAL AREAS”) BE CONSIDERED AS EQUAL WITH
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES IN GUIDING POLICY DEVELOPMENT. "

‘ THESE RESOURCES ARE ON PRIVATELY HELD LANDS, AND ONCE AGAIN,
THE PUBLIC NEEDS TO INVEST ITS FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO PROTECT THESE
INSTEAD OF “TAKING” FROM THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF FARM FAMILIES.

THANK YOU.
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OUR BEAUTIFUL RURAL AREAS TO DATE. WE ARE AGAINST REGULATIONS THAT
MAKE FAMILY DIVISIONS MORE DIFFICULT.

' 3)THAT ALL THE COMPONENTS OF THE RURAL AREAS (AS LISTED IN
“GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE RURAL AREAS™) BE CONSIDERED AS EQUAL WITH
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES IN GUIDING POLICY DEVELOPMENT

THESE RESOURCES ARE ON PRIVATELY HELD LANDS, AND ONCE AGAIN,
THE PUBLIC NEEDS TO INVEST ITS FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO PROTECT THESE
INSTEAD OF “TAKING” FROM THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF FARM FAMILIES.

THANK YOU .
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OUR BEAUTIFUL RURAL AREAS TO DATE WE ARE AGAINST REGULATIONS THAT -

MAKE FAMILY DIVISIONS MORE DIFFICULT.
'3) THAT ALL THE COMPONENTS OF THE RURAL AREAS (AS LISTED IN

| “GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE RURAL AREAS™) BE CONSIDERED AS EQUAL WITH
- AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES IN GUIDING POLICY DEVELOPMENT.

- THESE RESOURCES ARE ON PRIVATELY HELD LANDS, AND ONCE AGAIN,

v THE PUBLIC NEEDS TO INVEST ITS FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO PROTECT THESE
: INSTEAD OF “TAKING™ FROM THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF FARM FAMILIES

THANK. YOU
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 OUR BEAUTIFUL RURAL AREAS TO DATE. WE ARE AGAINST REGULATIONS THAT
MAKE FAMILY DIVISIONS MORE DIFFICULT.

, - 3)THAT ALL THE COMPONENTS OF THE RURAL AREAS (AS LISTED IN
“GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE RURAL AREAS”) BE CONSIDERED AS EQUAL WITH
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES IN GUIDING POLICY DEVELOPMENT.

. THESE RESOURCES ARE ON PRIVATELY HELD LANDS, AND ONCE AGAIN,
THE PUBLIC NEEDS TO INVEST ITS FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO PROTECT THESE
- INSTEAD OF “TAKING” FROM THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF FARM FAMILIES.
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